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The Woodward’s Project: 30 Days in the DTES

Brian Hutchinson  June 4, 2010 – 6:09 pm

The Post’s Brian Hutchinson is embedded for a month in Vancouver’s notorious Downtown Eastside. The
Woodward’s Project is an online and print series that chronicles his experiences as part of a unique urban
experiment to bring together rich and poor in the most derelict, subsidized and politicized neighbourhood in
Canada.

Welcome to The Woodward’s Project blog, where I’ll be posting daily dispatches and photographs from Canada’s most ambitious
mixed-used inner-city housing complex, a $400 million social experiment in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside. The DTES is the
country’s original–and still its most notorious–skid row, and now an extremely diverse place that’s home to thousands of people:
artists, entrepreneurs, drug addicts, lawyers, criminals, retired loggers, activists, sex trade workers, military veterans, punk rockers,
hipsters, and yes, ordinary families. And middle-aged white guys like me.

I’m living in the Woodward’s complex for the month of June; The National Post has rented a small condominium in one of the
private residential towers. Here’s the view, looking straight down at what is really the heart of the development, the public areas. As
you can see, everything is tightly packed:

That’s the big atrium, under glass; top of photo is a portion of the Simon Fraser University campus; to the right is a children’s play
area, atop the family housing complex. To the left is a building with yellow window coverings. This is the low income housing for
single men and women.

I’ve been looking around this week, meeting neighbours, getting acquainted with the folks living in the social housing units and
with others down the street, in shelters and in single room occupancy hotels. I’m taking the pulse of a thriving community, new and
old, and learning that it’s hard to define–and is ill defined. People are proud of this neighbourhood, ugly and violent as it often is.

This blog will compliment The Woodward’s Project feature series being published in the National Post print and online editions.
The feature series will offer readers the big picture: News, profiles and investigative pieces related to the Woodward’s development,
its impact on the DTES, and the rough politics, crime and scandals that continue to dominate the surrounding
neighbourhood. Here, you’ll find more quirky bits and pieces about life and work and food and most everything else about the
DTES, and it won’t be limited to Woodward’s. This is just the opener; we’ll really get started this weekend.  Comments and
suggestions are encouraged.
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