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The Woodward’s Project: Doors of Perception
Brian Hutchinson  June 5, 2010 – 3:10 pm

 

You need only walk 100 metres or less along Hastings Street in the Downtown Eastside to see dramatic change in the
neighbourhood, especially to the old building stock. I took all three of these pictures the same day, while across the street from
Woodward’s. Door #1, above, is still the norm for a three to four block stretch heading east, towards the DTES epicentre, the
intersection of Hastings and Main St. Scary, huh? In some cases, people are living behind doors such as this one. Bars, chains, and
locks do not a welcome make. 

But then there are hopeful signs, like Door #2, below:

And finally, we come upon Door #3 at the recently refurbished Pennsylvania Hotel. This was at the turn of the last century one of
Vancouver’s best hotels, believe it or not,  and among the first to offer guests electric lighting. It fell on very hard times, like the
rest of the DTES, and for a spell was used for social housing. Then it sat empty, until a renovation/refurbishment effort led by the
non-profit Portland Hotel Society and BC Housing, the provincial agency that funds it. There are now some 70 self-contained
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apartments in the building for low income people, along the lines of the social housing offered inside Woodward’s. The cost to
taxpayers was staggering: more than $14 million, which works out to well over $1,000 per square foot of interior space . On the
other hand, the hotel’s heritage features were maintained, it boasts street-level gallery and restaurant space that’s being used, and
the building now anchors a refurbished, bicycle and pedestrian friendly route connecting touristy Gastown, just to the north, to the
increasingly residential False Creek to the south. The street used to be sketchy, at best; now it’s a boon to the DTES and to
neighbourhoods on either side of it. Decide for yourself if the entrance is up to scratch, and a fair sight better than Door#1:
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