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The Woodward’s Project: ‘Not my reality’ at the 42nd-
storey rooftop spa
Brian Hutchinson  June 26, 2010 – 7:00 am

 

 

“What’s it like up there?” asked a Downtown Eastside community worker who lives in Woodward’s social housing. She meant Club
W, the private amenities playground atop the tallest of two condo towers in the Woodward’s development. Club W is reserved for
condo-dwellers and their guests. Since I’m a Woodward’s condo dweller, albeit a temporary one, I offered to take her up.

My fob opened the lobby door. “Wow,” she said, taking in the smart and simple foyer. “This is beautiful.” Fob again. Up to the 42nd
floor. My guest seemed stunned. “This is not my reality.”

She’s overcome hardships. She’s now helping fix problems in the Downtown Eastside. Her home is 30o feet down, in a Woodward’s
social housing unit. I’ve seen an identical one to hers on a different floor; they’re small at 357-square feet, but well designed and
above all safe and clean. She feels lucky to be living there, even if the common areas seem a bit clinical. “Sort of like a hospital,” she
said. “Some people need that, but a lot of us don’t.” Her building is light years from the rodent, bed-bug infested hotels that house
thousands of the neighbourhood’s working poor, the mentally ill and the drug addicted. It has a roof deck of its own, with a nice,
long water feature; the Portland Hotel Society, a non-profit group that operates the units and serves its residents, insisted on the
fountain during the design phase. That water’s not for bathing.

People living in the market-rate condos pay big dollars for their privileges. Club W also boasts large lounges, pool tables and more.
The views are pretty incredible:
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Sometimes, business is conducted on the rooftop:

 

“This is amazing,” she said, as we walked around Club W. She didn’t express envy. She does wish there was interaction between the
condo folk and her own, on any level. An open house, an open door, a gathering on common grounds. I’ve met some private condo
residents who want that too; they moved here because they want to support the most ambitious Woodward’s goal, inclusiveness.
You’ll be hearing from them soon.

We took the elevator down and walked outside, onto sticky Cordova Street. “This is my reality,” my friend said, before turning
towards home.
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