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The Woodward’s Project: Hastings Street farms
Brian Hutchinson  June 8, 2010 – 8:30 am

 

 

On Monday The Woodward’s Project looked at a majordomo in the Downtown Eastside and the pivotal, controversial role he
played in the making of this $400 million piece of urban renewal, where I am writing from right now. The headline is “The
greening of Woodwards,” a little play on words; the subject is Jim Green, a local fixture and power figure. But the greening of the
DTES is quite literal. There are urban farms popping up everywhere, and they are great to see. The new farm shown in the photo
above is on the corner of East Hastings Street and Hawks Ave., and it’s operated by something called Sole Food, a collaborative
effort by various groups with funding from businesses. As you can see it’s really taking root, and producing food that feeds people
here and is sold elsewhere, with profits going back into the soil. I’m no green thumb but I’m pretty sure that what’s being grown in
the foreground is chard.

Then there’s the garden growing just west of Hastings and Main, closer to the Woodward’s site. Another unlikely oasis of green. I
met a fellow tending to the garden; his name is Robbie. He estimated the garden has been there for about six years, and funding
and support comes from a whole other set of agencies. This is another example of people doing something worthwhile and good for
the community, on land that would otherwise sit empty. It also echoes the National Post’s perfect, straight-to-the-point
Woodward’s Project logo by Kagan McLeod. The logo is on the right side of this page. 

Robbie invited me to a special flower pot hanging do on Thursday, I hope to be able to make it. 
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