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The Woodward’s Project: What a fresh coat of paint can do
Brian Hutchinson  June 7, 2010 – 10:41 am

 

 

One of the major aims of the Post’s Woodward’s Project series is to measure the “Woodward’s Effect,”  impacts that a $400 million
mixed-use development can have in Canada’s most wretched urban district. The Woodward’s development on Hastings Street can’t
be credited–or blamed–for every change, good or bad, that’s come to the Downtown Eastside, but it is highly symbolic. It proves
that decline and decay is not permanent.

A few blocks east, past Main Street and the courthouse, we find Oppenheimer Park, which the city of Vancouver has just renovated
and made pleasant again. This used to home to famous baseball diamond, in the heart of Japantown, before it declined and became
a pretty awful druggie haunt.

A smart new community resource centre in the park is being well used; the other day, I found some folks there sitting at outdoor
tables and playing cribbage. Children were playing in the park’s small playground. And on the other side of the park, across Powell
Street, a man was applying bright, fresh coats of paint to some old wooden buildings, storefronts that were formerly drab. The
transformation, long-overdue, is astonishing. And it didn’t take $400 million.
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