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The Woodward’s Project: When you absolutely, positively have
to go, you can’t
Brian Hutchinson  June 20, 2010 – 6:00 pm

 

 

We’ve all been in dire need of a washroom, with no place to go. What to do? In the Downtown Eastside a lot of people just do it, in
the alleyways, in the streets. Believe me, you can tell. 

The City of Vancouver recently tried to alleviate the problem by installing an automated public toilet at Pigeon Park, as part of a
park renovation project that took something like a year to complete and left the park looking a bit austere. Or perhaps the
intention was to make it seem sterile. Behold: the new self-cleaning commode. It cost around $82,000 to install. Ongoing
maintenance costs were to be partially offset by revenues from its exterior advertising.

Nice in theory. But the toilet doesn’t work. These things aren’t that simple. A city report says its new high-tech biffies all require
require sewer, water, electrical and phone connections. Walking past, I’ll press the button…testing testing, and…nothing. 

Nothing on Sunday, during an organized “street market” at the park. The market is another issue for the city to sort out; it was
launched without a permit. Regardless, the washroom needs to be fixed. And respected. A couple of weeks ago, someone pressed
the useless button, and then in desperation kicked in the door. He used the non-functioning  toilet. Others did too. As a market
organizer said on Sunday, this DTES initiative is “full of s….”

The door’s been fixed but the toilet hasn’t. And as you can see–last year’s movie poster on the toilet’s exterior–the advertising
program looks to have stalled. The city’s non-functioning auto-john doesn’t have to be another well-intentioned, pricey DTES
initiative that just petered out (oops, bad pun). But it’s not just the city’s problem. Everyone here can take more care. 

The renovated park also has a new fountain. Its drains are clogged and its basins are full, so use at your own risk:
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